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What is Nature’s Classroom? 

Experiential Approach  Every activity at Nature’s Classroom is designed to connect participants to what they 
are learning by providing hands-on experiences for each of the subjects being taught. 
Customized Program and Schedule  Almost everything about the Nature’s Classroom program is custom 
planned for each group.  The Nature’s Classroom Program Director works with each group’s trip organizer to 
help design a program to best fit the needs and goals of the group.  Arrival times, departure times, activity 
choices, group and cabin assignments, and any specific subject emphasis are all customized for each group.   
Exceptional Staff  Nature’s Classroom hires teachers who are passionate about the program, education, and 
sharing their knowledge with the participants who attend.  Teachers come from a variety of backgrounds, but 
are united by the common goals of the Nature’s Classroom program.  All teachers are college graduates, certified 
in First Aid/CPR, and pass a criminal background check prior to employment. 
Rustic Natural Setting  The Nature’s Classroom facility is located in a beautiful bend of the Little River on 
Lookout Mountain in Mentone, Alabama.  During the summer months, Nature’s Classroom’s facility is the home 
of Riverview Camp For Girls, one of the south’s premier residential summer camps.  An open air gymnasium,  
rustic cabins, grassy fields, scenic trails, and majestic rock formations along a gorgeous river all make Nature’s 
Classroom the perfect setting for learning in the outdoors! 
Dedicated Support  Nature’s Classroom is dedicated to supporting and serving the groups who attend 
throughout the planning process, including providing representatives for any presentations to faculty,  
administration, parents, and/or potential participants. 

Why Nature’s Classroom? 

Experiential Education Center  Nature’s Classroom Atop Lookout Mountain is a hands-on educational  
program with an emphasis on team building and experience-based learning in an outdoor setting. 
Founded In 1973  Nature’s Classroom has been operating at different sites around the country since 1973 and 
Nature’s Classroom Atop Lookout Mountain has been at the current site in Mentone, Alabama since 1991. 
Proven Record of Success  Every year thousands of participants from public schools, private schools, and 
home school groups attend Nature’s Classroom as a way to support and enhance traditional classroom learning.  
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, youth groups, and other groups also attend Nature’s Classroom for custom programs.  
Grounded Philosophy  Nature’s Classroom believes that success in education requires experiential education 
as well as traditional classroom instruction and a mixture of both provides an effective way to reach all students. 
Accredited Program and Facility  Nature’s Classroom Atop Lookout Mountain is one of the few programs to 
be accredited by both the American Camp Association and the Association for Experiential Education. 



Trip Logistics 

Reservations  Groups are encouraged to schedule as far in advance as possible to ensure availability of desired 
dates.  After calling (800.995.4769) or e-mailing (natures@hiwaay.net) to check availability, reservations can be 
made at any time.  The Reservation Form and deposit of $10 per person is required to complete the reservation.  
For groups with fewer than 40 participants, a minimum deposit of $400 is required. 
Teacher’s Guide  Once the Reservation Form and deposit payment are received, the Nature’s Classroom 
Teacher’s Guide will be mailed to the trip organizer.  The Teacher’s Guide contains all the information and forms 
needed to plan and prepare for a trip to Nature’s Classroom. 
Easy Payment Plan  A deposit of $10 per person is required to complete the reservation.  For groups with 
fewer than 40 participants, a minimum deposit of $400 is required.  After the deposit payment, 50% of the 
remaining balance is due September 1st for fall groups or February 1st for spring groups.  Final payment of the 
remaining balance is due upon the group’s arrival at Nature’s Classroom. 
Teachers and Chaperones  For every 12 paying students, one adult (teacher, parent, or other chaperone) 
may attend free of charge.  Additional adults may attend, but will be charged the same rate as students. 
Scholarships  Nature’s Classroom is pleased to offer a limited number of scholarships available to students in 
financial need.  For every 15 paying students, one full scholarship is available for a student who receives free/
reduced lunch with the National School Lunch Program.  Private school students receiving financial aid from the 
school also qualify.  A letter from a school administrator is required to confirm eligibility for scholarships. 
Snack Shop  Groups may choose to have Nature’s Classroom open the snack shop at a scheduled time each 
afternoon during the program.  Groups that choose snack shop may either have participants bring money for 
snacks or prepay for the whole group by building the cost into the overall cost of the program.   
Gift Shop  Groups may choose to have Nature’s Classroom open the gift shop at a scheduled time on the last 
day of the program.  Groups that choose to have a gift shop time may either have participants bring money for 
gift shop items or prepay for a t-shirt (and/or other items) for the whole group. 



“Nature’s Classroom is one of the highlights of my 
school year… I wouldn’t miss it!” 

-Headmaster, Christ Presbyterian Academy 
 

“Very worthwhile, great staff and activities.  It is always 
the highlight of our students’ year!” 
-Teacher, Battleground Academy 
 
“All activities were engaging and age appropriate.  
I loved the level of responsibility given to the students.” 
-Teacher, St. Paul Christian Academy 
 
“It is a great facility with interesting and fun activities 
and a talented, kid-friendly staff!” 
-Teacher, David Lipscomb Middle School 
 
“It is an experience where the students were able to 
learn lessons and skills in nature and team building that 
they cannot get in a classroom setting.” 
-Teacher, Boyd Buchanan School 
 

“This is a great educational experience that cannot be 
duplicated in the classroom!” 
-Teacher, Hampton Cove Elementary School 
 
“I love seeing my students in a different learning 
environment.  It is great seeing them make and meet 
challenges!” 
-Teacher, Brainerd Baptist School 
 
“Great Program!  Awesome, student-friendly activities.  
Plenty of activities for all learning styles.  Everyone 
loved it!” 
-Teacher, Somerville Road Elementary School 
 
“It is a well planned and organized program.  It seemed 
obvious that there was an overall purpose of helping 
children to be thinkers, independent, and confident 
while also encouraging leadership and team building.” 
-Teacher, Shades Mountain Elementary School 

“The Nature’s Classroom program is outstanding! You 
continue to meet our needs and work with us, and our 
kids love it!” 
-Associate Headmaster, Holy Innocents 
Episcopal School 
 
“Everything and everyone was wonderful!” 
-Head of School, Duluth Montessori School 
 
“Terrific!  Very well run, accommodating, flexible, and 
the program is great!” 
-Trip Coordinator, The Epstein School 
 
“Being the science and history teacher, I loved how it 
was so relevant to our course of study.” 
-Teacher, Madison Academy 
 
“Programs, instructors, and content were all on target!  
The staff attitudes and actions were superb!” 
-Teacher, Monte Sano Elementary School 
 
“I have been thoroughly impressed with the program.  
It is very organized and covers many educational 
concepts in addition to life skills.” 
-Principal, Oak Park Middle School 
 
“This is a wonderful program, both for its intentional 
curriculum and for its opportunities for developing 
character, consideration, and cooperation.” 
-Teacher, Grace St. Luke’s Episcopal School 
 
“The program was excellent from start to finish!  The 
students were completely engaged and it was very 
appropriate for them.” 
-Teacher, St. Mary’s Catholic School 
 
“The program was an awesome extension of our 
classroom curriculum.  All the lessons were clear and 
relevant and taught in an interesting way.  Strategies to 
encourage all students to be actively involved were 
used.  Terrific experience!” 
-Teacher, Armuchee Elementary School 

What Educators Say 



Field Group 

Field Hikes  While on hikes, participants learn about the various things they encounter on the trails.  Hikes also 
often include challenge activities and educational games along the way.   
Plant and Tree Identification  The hiking trails at Nature’s Classroom wind through a diverse ecosystem  
providing many varieties of plants and trees for participants to learn to identify.  
Rock Identification and Geology  Encountering large rock formations along the trail is a great opportunity to  
discuss rock types, the rock cycle, and to identify examples of sandstone and conglomerate. 
Leave No Trace  Participants learn and practice the seven principles of Leave No Trace as they travel the  
Nature’s Classroom trails together.  
Team Building  Games and initiatives present students with challenges that require communication and  
working together towards common goals.  
Low Challenge Course  High-functioning Field Groups who have completed a sequence of initiative challenges 
may have the opportunity to take their team building to the next level by moving on to the more advanced fixed 
elements of the Low Challenge Course.  
Group Processing  Group discussions following activities allow participants to process their experiences,  
completing the experiential education cycle and maximizing the potential for learning. 

Field Groups are an important part of every program and are a participant’s core small group during their time at 
Nature’s Classroom.  Field Groups consist of up to 16 students, an adult chaperone, and a Nature’s Classroom 
teacher.  Field Groups hike together, dine together, participate in team-building activities together, and some 
evening/large group activities also take place in Field Groups.   





Alpha/Beta  Explore cultural differences through a simulation designed 
to build understanding between people of different backgrounds. 
Back Country Baking  Practice low-impact outdoor baking techniques 
to create a tasty treat for the class to enjoy. 
Bubbles  Learn about surface tension and refraction while creating 
bubbles of different sizes and shapes. 
Bug Out  Investigate, track, catch, and identify a variety of insects. 
Burma Bridge  Work together to build and cross a rope bridge while 
exploring the principles of mechanical advantage. 

Candles  Make a candle while 
learning about the history of this essential pioneer skill. 
Doctor in the Woods  Discuss and practice basic emergency response and 
first aid skills as applied in a wilderness setting. 
Egg Drop  Learn the physics of the forces at work on a falling object, then 
attempt to construct a device to protect an egg from a fall onto rocks. 
Feed Your Face  Practice natural skin care using a variety of herbs and other 
biodegradable products. 

Fire  Learn about the science of fire and experiment with low-
impact fire building skills. 
Geodome  Lash together a geodesic dome out of ropes and logs 
and test its strength. 
Get Lost  Practice basic map and compass skills through this 
introduction to orienteering. 
Hoot and Hurl  Learn about owls and explore their eating habits 
by dissecting sterilized owl pellets. 
I’ll Fly Away  Learn about Bernoulli’s principle while creating and 
testing a variety of paper airplanes.  
IT  Transmit information by practicing effective communication to design and produce IT. 
Outdoor Survival  Discuss fundamental principles of wilderness survival and simulate meeting basic needs 
using only a few designated items. 
Rambling Roots Learn about root structures and function while selecting and transplanting a tree. 
Soap  Create natural, herbal soap while learning about the properties of various herbs and the way making soap 
has changed throughout history. 
Speed Calculate speed in miles per hour using math skills and unit conversions.  
Stream Stomp  Discuss the water cycle and investigate life around and within the Little River. 

Tower Power  Examine well-known structures for their 
architectural features and use that knowledge to build and 
evaluate model towers. 
Tracking  Go into the wild in search of evidence to discover 
which animals have been in the area. 
Tree Trek  Explore the wide variety of trees found in Alabama 
and take time to get know them up close and personal. 
Ultimate Challenge  Rise above misconceptions while 
simulating some of the challenges overcome by people living with 
disabilities. 
Watershed Wonders  Learn about groundwater systems, 
watersheds, and human impacts upon both. 

Classes 
Classes are structured activities lasting between 60 and 100 minutes that cover a variety of academic areas.  The 
trip organizer chooses the specific classes to be offered to the group.  The 25 most popular classes are listed  
below, but Nature’s Classroom has hundreds of lesson plans on file and can also custom design classes for any 
group with specific requests or areas of interest. 





Night Hike  Take to the trails at night to escape the 
lights of campus and learn about nocturnal animals, 
sensory adaptation, and the night sky. (evening only) 
Folk Games Learn traditional group and line dances 
with instruction from an experienced, professional caller. 
(additional fee required) 
Night Live  Display a flair for drama and comedy as 
Field Groups learn and perform skits for the whole 
group.  (best as an evening activity) 
Science Fair  Learn the scientific method through a 
series of exciting experiments. (day or evening) 

Invention Convention  
Design an invention that will solve an environmental problem, then build a model 
out of recyclables to help market the new product to a panel of judges.  
(day or evening) 
Environmental Hearing  Participate in a mock legal hearing to debate 
economic and environmental issues relating to land use. (day or evening) 
Campfire  Conclude each evening activity at Nature’s Classroom with the whole 
group around the campfire prior to returning to the cabins for the night.  
S’mores  Toast and prepare a tasty treat around the campfire!  All multi-day 
groups have the opportunity to make s'mores and groups attending five-day 
programs will make s’mores on two evenings.  
Reflection  As the day’s activities draw to a close around the campfire, listen to 
stories and participate in discussions that encourage reflection on a variety of 
topics.   

Evening Activities 
For multi-day programs, Evening Activities are often some of participants’ favorite parts of the program.  After  
dinner and after dark, opportunities for learning abound while participating in a Night Hike or other activity. 
Some activities most often utilized as Evening Activities can also be conducted during the day, such as: Folk 
Games, Night Live, Science Fair, Invention Convention, and Environmental Hearing.  Weather permitting, every 
evening at Nature’s Classroom finishes with a Reflection story and a snack around the campfire. 

Survival in the Woods  Examine how human intervention has 
affected the food web by role playing as carnivores, omnivores, and 
herbivores. (day only) 
Scavenger Hunt  Work together in Field Groups to search for the 
answers to riddles and attempt to be first to complete the hunt. 
(day only)  
International Meal  Simulate a trade conference revealing  
surprising facts about the economic realities in different countries 
around the world. (lunch or dinner) 

Large Group Activities provide an opportunity for shared experiences in bigger groups; this can mean multiple 
Field Groups working together or the whole group participating together.  In addition to the Evening Activities 
that can double as Large Group Activities (as listed above), other options for Large Group Activities include:  
Survival in the Woods, Scavenger Hunt, and International Meal. 

Large Group Activities 



Adventure Options* 

*Adventure Options require an additional $10 per person, per event, to cover the additional cost of providing these activities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Archery  Certified instructors teach participants the 
basics of this ancient skill and the group tests their 
technique on our archery range! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Climbing Tower  Participants are challenged to set 
and reach their goals as they strive for each handhold 
that will take them higher and higher up the multiple 
routes on our Climbing Tower! 

 
 
 
 
Canoeing  Under the watchful eye of a lifeguard,  
participants learn the parts of a canoe and practice  
basic strokes/technique on the beautiful section of the 
Little River that flows through our facility!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pamper Pole  The first part of this challenge is to 
climb and stand on top of a telephone pole.  Then  
participants leap for a trapeze suspended a short  
distance away!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Swing By Choice  The group must work together to 
pull each participant up to the height of their choice 
before they count down, pull the rip-cord, and take a 
thrilling swing! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
V-Swing  To reach the V-Swing participants must first 
cross a horizontal telephone pole, followed by a cable 
bridge, and then negotiate around a cargo net, before 
finally swinging back to the ground!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zipline  Participants climb steel staples up the trunk of 
a tree and high into the treetops before descending 
down our 400-foot-long Zipline! 

Some groups choose to add one or more of Nature’s Classroom’s optional adventure activities.  These activities 
provide a great opportunity for participants to challenge themselves and gain a sense of personal  
accomplishment and growth.  All challenge activities at Nature’s Classroom operate under Challenge By Choice 
ethics, which emphasize participants setting their own goals, choosing their own level of challenge, and creating 
an atmosphere in which everyone feels comfortable pushing themselves to do their best! 



 

Sample Schedule 

Arrival Day 
10:00 Arrival of Group 
 Welcome Circle 
10:30 Cabin Talks/Move-In 
11:00 Student Orientation 
 Adult Orientation 
11:30 Intro to Field Group 
12:00 Lunch 
1:00 Field Group 
3:00 Snack Shop 
3:30 Class 
5:00 Rest and Recreation 
5:45 Meal Preparation 
6:00 Dinner 
7:00 Evening Program 
8:45 Campfire/Reflection 
9:00 Tap Out: Good Night 

Middle Program Day(s) 
7:15 Wake up/clean up 
7:45 Meal Preparation 
8:00 Breakfast 
9:00 Field Group 
12:15 Meal Preparation 
12:30 Lunch 
1:30 Class 
3:00 Snack Shop 
3:30 Class 
5:00 Rest and Recreation 
5:45 Meal Preparation 
6:00 Dinner 
7:00 Evening Program 
8:30 Campfire/S’mores 
8:45 Reflection 
9:00 Tap Out: Good Night 

Nature’s Classroom custom designs every program for each group’s needs and requests.  Therefore, every  
program schedule is different and can vary greatly based on the length of the program and the specific activities 
selected.  Below is a basic sample schedule for 2 to 5 day programs.  What is not reflected in the sample are the 
optional adventure and Large Group Activities, which (if chosen) would take the place of a class or Field Group. 

Departure Day 
6:45 Wake up/pack up 
 Move luggage 
 Clean cabins 
7:45 Cabin Inspection 
 Meal Preparation 
8:00 Breakfast 
9:00 Class 
10:30 Field Group 
11:30 Evaluations 
 Meal Preparation 
12:00 Lunch 
1:00 Gift Shop 
1:15 Load Buses 
1:30 Departure of Group 

One-Day Programs 

One-Day Program $35 
(bring your own lunch) 
9:00 Arrival of Group 
9:30 Field Group 
 Teambuilding 
10:00 Class 
11:30 Field Group Hike 
 w/ Packed Lunch 
2:30 Class 
4:00 Gift Shop 
4:15 Restrooms/Load Buses 
4:30 Departure 

Nature’s Classroom realizes not all groups are able to attend multi-day programs.  One-day programs allow any 
group to benefit from the Nature’s Classroom experience!  With flexible arrival and departure times, one-day 
programs can last from four to eight hours and each group’s schedule is customized based on the needs and 
goals of the group.  The base price for a one-day program starts at only $35.  This base price includes activity 
supplies and instruction for all basic programming options (it does not include meals, adventure options, or gift/
snack shop items).  Nature’s Classroom can provide hot meals to one-day programs for a fee of $10 per person, 
per meal.  Adventure program options (p.10) can also be added for a fee of $10 per person, per event.  For 
every 12 paying students, one adult (teacher, parent, or other chaperone) may attend free of charge.  Additional 
adults may attend, but will be charged the same rate as students.  Fees for meals and Adventure Options  are 
calculated on a per person basis, but meal and Adventure Option fees are applied to all paying participants 
(students and adults) and are not available on an individual basis. 

One-Day Program $45 
(hot lunch provided) 
9:00 Arrival of Group 
9:30 Field Group 
 Teambuilding 
10:00 Field Group Hike 
12:00 Lunch (in dining hall) 
1:00 Class 
2:30 Class 
4:00 Gift Shop 
4:15 Restrooms/Load Buses 
4:30 Departure 



Nature’s Classroom Atop Lookout Mountain 

Program Prices (effective Aug 1, 2018) 

Per Person 
Prices 

Fall and Spring Prices 
(Aug-Nov) (Mar-May) 

2 Day/ 
1 Night 

3 Day/ 
2 Night 

4 Day/ 
3 Night 

5 Day/ 
4 Night 

Schedule A 10-200 Students 145.00 195.00 240.00 280.00 

Per Person 
Prices 

Late Fall and Early Spring Prices 
(Dec & Feb) 

2 Day/ 
1 Night 

3 Day/ 
2 Night 

4 Day/ 
3 Night 

5 Day/ 
4 Night 

Schedule C 10-200 Students 125.00 175.00 220.00 260.00 

The prices listed below for Nature’s Classroom multi-day programs include activity supplies/instruction for all  
basic programming options and meals from lunch on arrival day through lunch on departure day (evening snack 
is also provided).  The prices listed below do not include optional parts of the program that can be added for an 
additional fee, such as adventure activities, Folk Games (which includes a professional caller), snack shop items, 
or gift shop items. 
 

Please note that Nature’s Classroom Atop Lookout Mountain is not funded or subsidized by any branch of  
government, church, university, or any other agency.  The complete operating budget for Nature’s Classroom 

Call or e-mail Nature’s Classroom for information, availability, and pricing for One-Day Programs! 

Teachers and Chaperones  For every 12 paying students, one adult (teacher, parent, or other chaperone) 
may attend free of charge.  Additional adults may attend, but will be charged the same rate as students. 
Scholarships  Nature’s Classroom is pleased to offer a limited number of scholarships available to students in 
financial need.  For every 15 paying students, one full scholarship is available for a student who receives free/ 
reduced lunch through the National School Lunch Program.  Private school students receiving financial aid from 
the school also qualify.  A letter from a school administrator is required to confirm eligibility for scholarships. 
First-Time Discount  Groups attending Nature’s Classroom for the first time receive a discount of $10 per  
paying participant for any multi-day program or $5 per paying participant for any one-day program.  This one-
time discount is only available the first time a school or other group attends Nature’s Classroom. 
Reservations  Contact Nature’s Classroom by phone or e-mail to check the availability of specific dates prior to 
submitting the Reservation Form and deposit payment. 
Deposit  A deposit of $10 per person is required to complete the reservation.  For groups with fewer than 40  
participants, a minimum deposit of $400 is required.  Deposit is non-refundable. 
50% Payment  After the deposit payment, 50% of the remaining balance is due September 1st for fall groups 
or February 1st for spring groups.   
Final Payment  Final payment of the remaining balance is due upon the group’s arrival at Nature’s Classroom. 
Cancellation  Nature’s Classroom will provide a 90% refund for cancellations (10% of the participant fee is 
non-refundable and will be retained by Nature’s Classroom). 



Nature’s Classroom Atop Lookout Mountain 

Reservation Form 

Group Information  
 
School/Organization ___________________________ 
 
Mailing Address _______________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ________________________________ 
 
School/Organization Phone ______________________ 
 
Best time to call ______________________________ 
 
School/Organization Fax ________________________ 
 
Website _____________________________________ 
 
Notes  ______________________________________ 

Trip Organizer Information 
 
Contact _____________________________________ 
 
Title/Position _________________________________ 
 
Evening/Cell Phone ____________________________ 
 
Best time to call ______________________________ 
 
E-mail address ________________________________ 
 
Alternate Contact _____________________________ 
 
Alternate’s Title/Position ________________________ 
 
Alternate’s Phone _____________________________ 
 
Alternate’s E-mail _____________________________ 

Please contact Nature’s Classroom by phone (800.995.4769) or e-mail (natures@hiwaay.net) to check the  
availability of specific dates prior to submitting the Reservation Form and deposit payment.  Nature’s Classroom 
will gladly schedule tentative dates for any group, but the Reservation Form and deposit payment are required to 
finalize the reservation.  Please complete the form below and return it by fax (256.634.3601) or by 
mail along with the deposit payment to: Nature’s Classroom, PO BOX 400, Mentone AL 35984. 

Program Information  
 
Dates Desired __________________________________ Second Choice ________________________________ 
 
Number of Students ________ Grade ________ Number of Scholarships ________ Number of Adults ________ 
 
Price per paying participant $________ based on price schedule ________ Deposit payment amount $________ 
 
Estimated arrival time (central time zone) _________ Estimated departure time (central time zone) __________ 
 
Payment  Payments to Nature’s Classroom from your school/organization can be made by mail with a check or 
by phone with a credit card (all major credit cards accepted). A deposit of $10 per person is required to  
complete the reservation.  For groups with less than 40 participants, a minimum deposit of $400 is required.  
After the deposit payment, 50% of the remaining balance is due September 1sh for fall groups or February 1st 
for spring groups.  Final payment of the remaining balance is due upon the group’s arrival at Nature’s Classroom. 
Teacher’s Guide  Once the Reservation Form and deposit payment are received, the Nature’s Classroom 
Teacher’s Guide will be mailed to the trip organizer.  The Teacher’s Guide contains all the information and forms 
needed to plan and prepare for a trip to Nature’s Classroom. 
Program Planner  One of the most important forms in the Nature’s Classroom Teacher’s Guide is the Program 
Planner form.  The Program Planner form provides a checklist for the trip organizer to indicate which classes and 
other activities they would like their group to participate in during their time at Nature’s Classroom.  The  
Program Planner form should be submitted at least two weeks prior to arrival at Nature’s Classroom. 
Cancellation  Nature’s Classroom will provide a 90% refund for cancellations (10% of the participant fee is 
non-refundable and will be retained by Nature’s Classroom). 






